
Synopsis of the Diocese of Argyll & the Isles 
 

His tory of t he Dioces e 

The Catholic Faith  was  welcom ed to our s hores  and glens  
s om e 1500 years  ago, prim arily brought  by Iris h  m onks , of 
whom  the m os t  fam ous  was  St  Colum ba. Iona  m ade an 
incredibly pos it ive contribut ion not  only to Scot land and 
Ireland but  m uch further afield too. Des pite various  threats  
and t ria ls  m any other ancient , m edieval and m ore recent  
Chris t ian centres  and endeavours  s panned our ent ire 
dioces e, a  s ource of pride and ins pira t ion today. Our pres ent  
Dioces e of Argyll and the Is les  was  founded in  1878  from  the 
two pre-Reform ation dioces es  of the Is les  and Argyll. 

Des crip t ion  of Dioces e 

The dioces e is  beaut ifu l, extens ive, rem ote and dom inated by 
s ea , lochs  and m ounta ins . Mos t  com m unit ies  are s m all and 
far-flung with  no town boas t ing a  popula t ion larger than 
10,000 people. Typically paris hes  are geographically large and 
travelling to or even within  them  – whether by road, ferry or 
aeroplane – has  its  challenges . 

The dioces e covers  31,080km 2  with  a  tota l popula t ion of 
76,800 of whom  14,399 are Catholics . The dioces e covers  the 
Council a reas  of Com hairle nan Eilean Siar, m os t  of Argyll and 
Bute, m uch of Highland and part  of North  Ayrs hire (Is le of 
Arran). 

Dioces a n  Adm in is t ra t ion  

The Dioces e is  a  Regis tered Charity. The Trus tees  are the 
Bis hop, Vicar General and Chancellor. The dioces e em ploys  a  
part  t im e Finance Manager, part  t im e finance s upport  officer, 
part  t im e Safeguarding Secretary and part  t im e Office 



Adm inis tra tor. All other curia l appointm ents  are voluntary, 
whether clerica l or lay. 

Clergy a nd  Dioces a n  St ructu res  

The dioces e has  3 deaneries , 25 paris hes  but  45 regula r 
places  of wors hip which are s erved by 18  pries ts  of whom  14 
are incardinated (ordained for Argyll and the Is les ). 46 Sunday 
Mas s es  are celebra ted. 

4 pries ts  are pres ent ly on loan to us : 2 are Nigerian Religious  
and 1 is  Polis h dioces an while the final is  an Aberdeen pries t . 
There a re 5 ret ired pries ts . There is  1 bis hop. 

The dioces e has  3 perm anent  deacons . 

The dioces e has  2 herm its : one is  a  pries t  and one is  a  s is ter. 

Pra yer Cen t res   

There a re two Catholic Res ident ia l Centres  within  the Dioces e 
but  independent ly run: Cnoc A’ Chalm ain/ Catholic Hous e of 
Prayer, Is le of Iona  and Craig Lodge Fam ily Hous e of Prayer in  
Dalm ally. 
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